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Newcastle – A Changing City 
From Urban Decay to Urban Renewal  
 
Demographics 
·  Newcastle’s inner city has suffered from population decline since 1971. 

�  1971 = 31,000 
�  1986 = 23,000 
�  1986 – 1996 = 20,000 approximately 

 
·  Why the decline? 

�  Lower occupancy rate (3 to 2.5) 
�  Ageing population 
�  Less reproduction 
�  Less people moving into area 
�  Declining retail outlets (due to urban malls) 
�  Declining employment opportunities 

 
Urban Sprawl versus Urban Consolidation 
·  Decline in CBD population due to urban sprawl – “the great suburban dream” 
·  Urban sprawl is unsustainable: 

�  Dependent on cars 
�  Single detached houses 
�  High land use 
�  High water and energy consumption 
�  High pollution and waste. 

 
Why Control Urban Sprawl? 
·  The Australian population has changed significantly and its housing needs are 

different from the post-war period when the character of our cities was 
determined. 

·  The extensive distance over which our cities are now spread has significant 
impacts on the environment, on mobility and on living costs. 

·  Emerging problems associated with urban sprawl are: 
�  Limitation of housing choice 
�  Decreased access to employment centres 
�  Decreased access to facilities and activities 
�  Decreased efficiency of transport access serving the commercial activities of 

cities 
�  Decreased environmental quality. 

 
Urban Consolidation: Environmental Advantages 
·  Reduction in emissions of greenhouse gases by motor vehicles and power 

stations 
·  Less water consumption  
·  Less alienation of prime land for roads and car parks 
·  Less fragmentation of communities 
·  Less damage to bushland from urban sprawl and hence less loss of native flora 

and fauna. 
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Urban Consolidation in Newcastle: The Honeysuckle P roject 
·  One of the largest urban renewal projects in Australia 
·  50 hectares fronting Newcastle Harbour 
·  Seven main development precincts: 

�  Honeysuckle 
�  Cottage Creek 
�  Hunter Street 
�  Wickham 
�  Linwood 
�  Carrington 
�  Marina 

 
The Honeysuckle Project: Transforming Inner Newcast le 
·  From: 

�  Dilapidated wharves, neglected buildings, contaminated land, forgotten 
heritage and aged services (power, water etc). 

 
·  To: 

�  Vibrant mix of commercial, residential, technological, tourism and recreational 
activities. 

 
Strategies to Achieve the Transformation 
·  The Honeysuckle and Environs Area Strategy focuses on: 

�  Revitalising Newcastle’s business district 
�  Developing a mix of affordable and other housing choices 
�  Improving employment opportunities and diversifying the economic base of 

the city and Hunter Region 
�  Improving the quality of life in the city centre and inner suburbs by making it a 

more attractive place to live 
�  Increasing public access to the harbour foreshore 
�  Encouraging greater use of public transport facilities in the inner city areas 
�  Providing a mix of affordable housing choices with $25 million allocated for 

housing. 
 
Realising the Strategies 
·  Funding the Honeysuckle Redevelopment 

�  State and Commonwealth Funding - $100 million 
�  Private Sector Investment – estimated at $500 to $900 million over 20 years. 

·  The Honeysuckle Development Corporation is a NSW State-owned statutory 
corporation responsible for managing the rejuvenation project. 

·  The project is based on the understanding that the future of Newcastle as a 
regional capital and the success of the Honeysuckle redevelopment are 
inextricably linked. 

·  It represents a range of inputs by specialist consultants, business, the local 
community, interest groups and Newcastle City Council. 
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 Land Uses 
·  Residential  
·  Commercial 
·  Technology and Research 
·  Cultural 
·  Community 
·  Produce and Craft Markets 
 

·  Entertainment 
·  Marina 
·  Hotel and Tourism 
·  Cycleways 
·  Parklands 
·  Foreshore Promenades 

Outcome of the Honeysuckle Urban Renewal Project 
·  The Honeysuckle Redevelopment promotes a strategic approach to urban 

development. 
·  This approach will ensure that the development brings the greatest possible 

lasting benefits to the people who live and work in Newcastle and the Hunter 
Region. 

 
Benefits to the Community 
·  The Honeysuckle Project can accommodate up to 3,000 residents and a 

workforce of over 3,000. 
·  Around 1500 people now live at Honeysuckle.  
·  170 units have been constructed for affordable rental housing. 
·  Since 1992 to date, generated 4,600 jobs. 
·  Employment to be generated between 1992 to 2013 is anticipated to be 8,664. 
·  To date, economic impact of Honeysuckle Redevelopment is $1.2million. 
·  Anticipated economic impact from 1992 to 2013 will be $2 billion. 
·  Over 30% of redevelopment area will be developed as recreational open space. 
 
Honeysuckle Achievements by Precinct 
·  Honeysuckle Precinct 

�  Construction and landscaping of Honeysuckle Drive 
�  Construction of Worth Place culvert and other drainage services 
�  Restoration of Heritage Buildings 
�  Construction of Workshop Place 
�  Landscaping around heritage buildings 
�  Commissioning and installation of public art 
�  Provision of shade structures – heritage buildings 
�  Leasing of one building to Australian Wine Selectors 
�  Sale of three buildings as a new museum for Newcastle, to be created by 

Newcastle City Council 
�  Adaptation of one building as a gym facility, Forum Harbourside 
�  Construction of Crowne Plaza Hotel and Breakwater Apartments by Becton 
�  Construction of The Boardwalk [café/restaurant, offices, apartments] by 

Stronach. 
�  Construction of Lee Wharf Stage 1-5 [café/restaurant, offices, apartments] by 

Lee Wharf developments. 
 

 
·  Carrington 

�  Garrett Street renewal 
�  Robertson and Hargreaves Streets extension 
�  Upgrade stormwater system 
�  Carrington Foreshore Park – 4 ha 
�  Foreshore seawall 
�  Mirvac development – Honeysuckle Grove -- 93 dwellings 
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·  Linwood (Maryville/Wickham) 

�  Dredging Throsby Creek 
�  Reclamation of foreshore 
�  Landscaping of Foreshore Park – 4 ha 
�  Construction of Linwood Street 
�  Sale of land and the construction of Linwood Stage 1 -- 75 architect-designed 

homes 
�  Construction of Linwood Stage 2 – 70 homes 
�  Land under contract to Kingston to develop Regatta Quay Apartments 
�  Installation of public art – The Beacon 

 
·  Marina 

�  New seawall and parks 
�  Car park for Commercial Fisherman’s Co-op and relocation of Co-op 
�  Sale of land and construction by Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club of Marina 
�  Sale of land and construction by Kingston of Mariner Apartments  
�  Realignment and landscaping of Hannell Street 
�  Cowper Street Bridge 

 
·  Wickham  

�  Restoration and adaptive reuse of Wickham Public School – 22 units for 
student accommodation 

�  Stage 2 – 18 units for student accommodation (sold by Newcastle City 
Council) 

�  Stage 3 – 28 units development by Mirambeena Group (14 for Affordable 
Rental Housing Program) 

 
·  Hunter Street 

�  Sale of land and construction by Accor of Ibis Hotel 
�  Sale of land and construction by JML of The Cove Apartments 
�  Sale of land and construction by Hunter Health of Newcastle Community 

Health Centre 
 
 

·  Cottage Creek  
�  Sale of land and construction by Buildev of Sparke Helmore Building, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Centre commercial office buildings 
�  Sale of land and construction by Stronach of Hunter Water Head Office 
�  Development approval by Tuscan for HQ0 commercial office building 
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Historical Newcastle 
From Prison Camp to Industrial Capital of Australia  
 
Historical Newcastle 
·  1801 Fist official exploring expedition 
·  1804 Northumberland County named 

�  Newcastle declared capital of County 
·  Coal, lime, timber and salt extracted from the region by gangs of convicts 
·  1818 – port improvements began 
·  1850s – railway links developed 
·  1850s – era of steam locomotive 

�  Newcastle coalfields became the powerhouse of the Australian colonies 
·  1850 – 1867 – three copper smelters opened 
·  1856 – Newcastle Chamber of Commerce established 
·  1857 – first stage of Great Northern Railway opened (East Maitland to Newcastle) 
·  1865 – William Arnott Bakery opened in Newcastle 
·  1896 – Sulphide Corporation – Cockle Creek 
·  1914 – 76 mines produced over 7 million tons of coal 
·  1915 – opening of BHP steel works transformed Newcastle into Australia’s 

industrial capital 
·  Diversification of region to meet the needs of a nation at war 
·  1920s – recession 

�  State dockyard folded 
�  BHP survived 

·  1930s – facilities for production of munitions installed at steel works 
·  WW II – Newcastle steel used in manufacture of military items 
·  Post war industrial expansion 
 
A Look at Newcastle’s Heritage 
·  Newcastle’s Central Business District retains many commercial and architectural 

features of the late 19th century: 
�  Honeysuckle workshops and warehouses 
�  Christchurch Cathedral 
�  Customs House 
�  Fort Scratchley 

 
Historic Honeysuckle 
·  Origins of the name Honeysuckle 

�  Newcastle Harbour was an outlet for the Hunter River, receiving tonnes of silt 
and all types of plants. 

�  The Honeysuckle plant, a coastal banksia, grew particularly well and 
prospered for many years, giving its name to Honeysuckle Point. 
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Civic Railway Workshop Buildings 

Reflect the primary reason for the: 
�  Emergence of Newcastle as a regional centre of industry and trade in late 

19th century. 
�  Listed with the National Trust, the six buildings are unique pieces of classic 

railway architecture. 
·  Locomotive Boiler Shop 
·  New Erecting Shop 
·  Blacksmith’s and Wheel Shop 
·  Loco Machine Shop 
·  Per Way Store 
·  Divisional Engineer’s Office 

 

 
Locomotive Boiler Shop (Victorian Romanesque Archit ecture) 
·  Constructed over five years (1882 – 1887). 
·  Plans changed to fit in a large overhead “Craven” crane (the only one in the 

southern hemisphere). 
·  Operated for 42 years until 1929 when the work was taken over by the new 

Cardiff Locomotive Workshop. 
·  The Boilershop was later used as a timber mill (1937 – 1940), and then as a 

Locomotive Machine Shop. 
·  Became Elcom’s first diesel operated power station in 1951. 
·  From 1957 it served as a motor vehicles garage for NSW SRA. 
 
New Erecting Shop (Architecture reflects early 20th  century style) 
·  Constructed in 1920. 
·  Built as adjunct to Old Erecting Shop, which was demolished. 
·  Locomotive engines or rolling stock due for repair went to New Erecting Shop 

where they were dismantled, sent out for repair and then returned for re-
assembly. 

·  The sawtooth roof contrasts with the style of other buildings, reflecting changes 
that occurred in building technology and architecture since the 1880s. 

 
Blacksmith’s and Wheel Shop (Industrial Version of Victorian Romanesque 
Architecture) 
·  The Blacksmith’s Shop was built in 1880 out of local bricks. 
·  The Blacksmith’s Shop retains a typical 19th century blacksmith’s shop earthen 

floor. 
·  In 1992 the Wheel Shop was built to handle the increasing demands for wheel 

repairs. 
·  The Blacksmith’s and Wheel Shop was responsible for all the wheel shop and 

smithing work required by the other workshops on the site, and it continued its 
role for 55 years (up to 1937). 
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Locomotive Machine Shop (Industrial Version of Vict orian Romanesque 
Architecture) 
·  The 120-year old Locomotive Machine Shop is the oldest building on the 

Honeysuckle site. 
·  Constructed in 1874, it was originally used to prepare metal components (pistons, 

cylinders, bearings) for locomotives and other rolling stock. 
·  In 1918, the west wing was built to cope with the conversion to electric power for 

machine tools. 
·  In 1940, the Locomotive Machine Shop began to cater for four-wheeled transport, 

and was converted into a Car and Wagon Repair Shop. 
 
Per Way Store (Victorian Romanesque Architecture) 
·  The Permanent Way Store was constructed during 1881 and 1882. 
·  The building marked the start of a major expansion of permanent way shop 

activities on the Great Northern Railway. 
·  The Per Way Store represents the former self-sufficiency of the Railways in the 

manufacturing of all equipment needed to put the rail lines in service, and to 
maintain them afterwards. 

 
Divisional Engineer’s Office (Domestic Victorian Ar chitecture with Gothic 
Influence) 
·  In 1881, the locomotive engineer on the Honeysuckle site requested additional 

office accommodation. 
·  The Divisional Engineer’s Office, constructed between 1881 and 1883, housed 

administrators such as foremen, engineers, clerks and timekeepers to oversee 
the labour intensive site. 

·  Constructed in a Victorian Domestic architectural style, it was used as the 
administrative and technical centre for the Northern Division of the Locomotive 
Branch for over 110 years. 

 
Lee Wharf Buildings 
·  The original Lee Wharves were built between 1908 and 1910 as general cargo 

wharves. 
·  1930s – additional three buildings were constructed. 
·  The buildings are highly ornamental with decorative timber brackets, string 

course mouldings, decorative gable screens and ornamental terracotta ridge caps 
and gable finials. 

·  Careful scrapings were carried out to determine the original colourings of the 
buildings before restoration. 

·  The buildings are heritage listed and are items of State significance. 
·  Lee Wharf A building has been restored and will become a Maritime Centre 
·  Lee Wharf C building is proposed to become a restaurant/bar with public access 

to a new wharf deck over the water 
·   
Preserving our Unique Heritage 
·  The Honeysuckle Precinct reflects Newcastle’s history and culture, while 

accommodating the needs of future generations. 
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Honeysuckle Urban Renewal Project 
A Case Study in Ecologically Sustainable Developmen t 

 
What is Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD)?  

 
Definition by World Commission on Environment and D evelopment: 
·  “Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” 
 
Definition by Australian Commonwealth Government: 
·  “ESD means using, conserving and enhancing the community’s resources so that 

ecological processes, on which life depends, are maintained, and the total quality 
of life, now and in the future can be increased.” 

 
What are the principles of ESD? 
 
·  Decision making processes should effectively integrate both long and short-term 

economic, environmental, social and equity considerations. 
·  Where there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of 

full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to 
prevent environmental degradation (often called the precautionary principle). 

·  The global dimension of environmental impacts of actions and policies should be 
recognised and considered. 

·  The need to develop a strong, growing and diversified economy that can enhance 
the capacity for protection should be recognised; the need to maintain and 
enhance international competitiveness in an environmentally sound manner 
should be recognised. 

·  Cost effective and flexible policy instruments should be adopted, such as 
improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms. 

·  Decisions and actions should provide for broad community involvement on issues 
which affect them. 

 
ESD -- Our Legacy for Future Generations 
 

·  The ecological consequences of ozone depletion, climate change, soil 
degradation, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, and air, water and land pollution 
threaten our common future. 

·  Sustainable living for all involves the efficient and equitable use of all resources 
and the proper management of pollution and waste. 

 
ESD – A Global Imperative 
 
·  Sustainable development is not just an option, but an imperative, in both 

environmental and economic terms. 
·  Economic development, social programs and environmental protection are 

interlinked. 
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ESD – Linking Social, Economic and Ecological Objec tives 
 
Sustainable social and economic development is dependent on maintaining the 
natural resource base and avoiding irreversible or costly environmental degradation 
through polluting activities. 
 
Honeysuckle: A Study in ESD  
 
Four key elements underpin the Honeysuckle project. 
 

�  Biodiversity Conservation 
�  Sustainable Quality of Life 
�  Pollution Minimisation 
�  Resource Conservation 

 
Biodiversity Conservation commits the Honeysuckle Development Corporation to 
address the protection of local habitat and ecosystems through environmental impact 
analysis. 
An example: 

�  Rehabilitation of Throsby Creek  in conjunction with the Hunter 
Catchment Management Trust, promotes the return of fish and bird life 
and the regeneration of the mangroves and their sensitive ecosystems. 

�  Community interest has led to the establishment of the Throsby Land 
Care Group, which monitors the health of Throsby Creek. 

 
Pollution Minimisation includes: 

�  Noise control 
�  Water management  
�  Soil protection. 

Examples: 
�  Stormwater run-off management  - Carrington residential precinct 

collects stormwater in natural filtration basins prior to discharge into the 
river system. 

�  Land rehabilitation  – environmental assessment reports done to 
determine the existing conditions and remediation strategies for all land 
under the Corporation’s control. 

�  Transport oriented development  – a 3.5 km cycleway and promenade, 
public walkways, streets, squares and open spaces integrate existing and 
future developments with the adjoining areas. 

�  Residential consolidation and intensification areas  are located to take 
advantage of public transport services. 

�  Energy conscious building design and construction  – restoration of 
the Wickham School and Hannell Street affordable housing projects have 
been designed to specific energy efficient design criteria. 

�  Elements of design  include internal climate control, cross flow natural 
ventilation, heat pump electrically boosted hot water systems, and low 
energy fluorescent light fittings. 
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Energy conscious building design means that buildings within the Linwood 
Residential development are designed to maximise: 

�  Energy efficiency 
�  Good orientation and sun control 
�  Natural ventilation 
�  Water and waste recycling 
�  Non-polluting technologies 
�  The use of low embodied energy materials 
�  The use of recycled materials. 

 
Resource conservation  issues addressed include: 

�  Water recycling 
�  Energy conservation 
�  Adaptive reuse of buildings 
�  Land use. 

 
Examples: 

�  Use of plantation and forest managed timbers – Wickham and Hannell 
Street precinct affordable housing project. 

�  Adaptive re-use of existing buildings – restoration of Lee Wharf buildings.  
Restoration of Wickham Public School and redevelopment of 
Honeysuckle Railway Workshop. 

�  Re-use of materials – demolition materials from disused railway sites used 
to create the “Mount Carrington” landscape feature; timber from 
demolition of woolstores in Hannell Street precinct sold for re-use. 

�  Soil remediation and conservation – soil remediation, river bank 
stabilisation and reclamation in the Carrington and Hannell Street 
precincts. 

 
Sustainable Quality of Life 
 
To achieve this, the Honeysuckle Development Corporation addresses issues of 
open space, transport, accessibility, urban amenity, diversity, safety and socio-
economic well being. 
 
Examples: 

�  Heritage – Railway Workshop buildings, Lee Wharf buildings, Wickham 
Public School, and associated infrastructure restored and adaptively 
reused 

�  Existing historic fig tree conserved in Hannell Street 
�  Newcastle Port activities – includes commercial fishing, pleasure boating, 

charter boats and cargo shipping 
�  New moorings for fishing fleet 
�  Private marina and boat repair facility 
�  Working with organisations such as Hunter Catchment Management Trust 
�  Conducting briefings and consultations with business groups 
�  Conducting “charette” for planning of Cottage Creek precinct with NCC. 
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Community Recreation 

- 6 metre wide foreshore promenade at narrowest point 
- River access points 
- 2.5 hectares of parkland at Carrington precinct 
- Over 30% of the 50 ha under HDC control will be established as water 

front open spaces and promenades, plazas, reserves and parklands 
 
Community Identity 

- Boulevarding of Hannell Street – a gateway to Newcastle CBD. 
- Creation of locally named “Mount Carrington” 
- Cowper Street Bridge 
- Fishermen’s Co-operative 
- Railway Workshop buildings to become a recreational, social and 

cultural focus point 
 
Honeysuckle: Achieving ESD 
 
The Honeysuckle Project demonstrates a sensitive and responsible approach to 
issues of ecologically sustainable development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


